
Please watch for a text, or check parks.wirapids.org and the Parks & 
Recreation Facebook page prior to calling the office regarding 
cancellation of various activities sponsored by the Parks & Recreation 
Department due to inclement weather. Classes missed for individual 
absences (i.e., illness, vacations, etc.) are not “made-up” nor may 
participants attend classes other than the one they are registered for. 

Closures, Cancellations & Make-Ups 

Insurance 

Participants assume the risk of injuries that occur during programs and 
activities. The City of Wisconsin Rapids and the Parks & Recreation De-
partment are not liable for any injuries, or for the treatment of those 
injuries. Participants are encouraged to obtain their own health or other 
insurance to cover their participation in these programs and activities. 

Wisconsin Rapids Parks & Recreation Gift Certificates are available in any amount $5 and 
over, and can be used toward any program offered by the City of Wisconsin Rapids Parks & 
Recreation Department. For complete details, give us a call! 

A Great Gift Idea 

Photographs 

For program promotion purposes, we may photograph several of our 
activities and their participants. Photographs may be used in various 
fliers, brochures or on our website. If you do not wish to have your or 
your child’s photo taken, please notify us when registering. 

Refunds 

Full Refunds will be given if: 1) Program is cancelled, 2) Attendee gives 
at least 24 hours’ notice prior to the start of the program, or 3) If there 
are changes to the original schedule and the participant can no longer 
attend. No refunds will be issued after the start of the program. Class 
fees will not be prorated. 

Resident/Non-Resident 

Programs and services provided are open to ALL Wisconsin Rapids 
residents, at a reduced rate. A resident is defined as any individual 
who lives within the boundaries of the city of Wisconsin Rapids. Non-
residents may participate in our programs for an additional fee. A non-
resident includes individuals who live outside the city limits yet may be 
in the Wisconsin Rapids School District.  

City Park Facilities for Rent 

IŜƭŜƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ (1921 Gaynor Avenue) Enclosed shelter; holds approxi-
mately 50-60 people. Air conditioning; kitchen with refrigerator, sink 
with hot and cold water, counters with plug-ins; pass-through window; 
tables; restrooms. $150 rental cost + $100 CASH deposit. 
 

Robinson Park (1150 17th Street North) Large open shelter; holds ap-
proximately 200 people. Power switch box in shelter house; water 
faucet; fireplace. Surrounding park area includes band shell, ball dia-
monds, play equipment, park pong, disc golf, horseshoe pits, volleyball 
court, and restrooms. $100 rental cost (+ $100 CASH deposit if band 
shell needed). 
 

Sand Lot Park (453 Goodnow Avenue) Open shelter; holds approxi-
mately 75-100 people. Enclosed kitchen with refrigerator, sink with hot 
and cold water, counters with plug-ins; pass-through window; picnic 
tables; power (no key necessary); outdoor water faucet; and rest-
rooms. No fireplace. Surrounding park area includes play equipment, 
ball diamonds, volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, and basketball court. 
$100 rental cost + $100 CASH deposit. 
 

The rental season for all shelters starts approximately the second 
weekend of May until the second weekend of October, weather per-
mitting. City park hours are 8 a.m. until 11 p.m. Park must be vacated 
by 11 p.m.  
 

Park reservations may be made one year in advance, and are on a first-
come, first-served basis. Payment must be made at the time reserva-
tion is made (cash, check or credit card). Check parks.wirapids.org for 
park shelter availability, or to rent a park shelter online using a credit 
card. 

Join our active group of volunteers and be a part of a team that can 
make a difference! Volunteers are needed to help coach, distribute 
flyers, assist with sports and special events. You’ll have fun, make 
new friends, learn new skills and enrich the lives of your neighbors 
in the community. If you are interested in volunteering with the 

Recreation Department, 
please contact us at 
(715) 421-8240. Scan 
below for our volunteer 
application. 

Starting & Ending Class Time Reminder 

Our instructors need time to open facilities and prepare for your class. 
Please provide proper supervision, as children “dropped off” before 
classes start will not be supervised by our staff. Parents should not 
leave until instructors have called their class and taken attendance. 
Classes will end as scheduled. Instructors are either preparing for the 
next class or closing the facility; your promptness in picking up your 
child is necessary. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Office Hours  
8 a.m. - Noon & 1 - 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday  

Online registration and facility rentals available at any time at parks.wirapids.org  

This training is intended for children, ages 11+, who have the 
responsibility of caring for younger children during the absence of their 
parents/guardians. It is particularly valuable for young people who are 
interested in working as babysitters. Participants must pass skills and 
written tests to receive certification. Students should bring a doll and 
bag lunch and should review book prior to class. Limit 10. Classes held 
at City Hall, in the first floor conference room. (Participant handbook 
and DVD may be picked up prior to class.) 
Date Day Time  
June 19 Tuesday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
July 10 Tuesday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
August 7 Tuesday 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Fees: $34 Resident; $51 Non-Resident 

Red Cross Babysitting Certification 
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Adult Art in the Park (Helen’s Zoo House) 

Create a beautiful acrylic canvas masterpiece by simply following 
directions. Instructions, paint, brushes and canvas will be supplied.  
Date Day Time Theme  
June 12 Tuesday 6-8:30 p.m. Beach Sandals 
July 16 Monday 6-8:30 p.m. Bright Trees 
August 7 Tuesday 6-8:30 p.m. Blue Moon 
Fees: $14 Resident; $21 Non-Resident 

Safety City is open to children ages 4-6 who will be entering 4K or 
Kindergarten in the fall of 2018. Safety City is a child-sized city that 
teaches your child about various safety points in a positive, fun 
learning environment. Topics covered include seat belt, fire, poison, 
personal and water safety; with a daily emphasis on pedestrian and 
bicycle safety. Program held at Howe Elementary School. Class size 
minimum 5; maximum 18.  
Date Day Time 
June 18-22 Monday-Friday 8:30-10 a.m. 
Fees: $10 

Safety City (2018-19 Kindergarten Students) 

Summer Program Registration 

begins on Monday, May 7 at 8:00 a.m. Online registration 

available at parks.wirapids.org, or scan this code 

for a direct link. Registration will continue until 

each class is filled. Classes are filled on first-come, 

first-served basis. Payment must be made at time 

of registration. Class sizes are limited.  

Registration Info 

Kids Art in the Park (ages 6-10) 

Let your little artist create a one-of-a-kind t-shirt using special paint/ 
techniques along with their imagination. This is one work of art that can 
be displayed all summer when the kids show off their wearable art. Each 
participant must bring a white cotton t-shirt. Classes will be held in 
Helen’s House at the zoo. 
Date Day Time  Theme    
June 19  Tuesday 9-9:45 a.m. Q-Tip Painting 
June 28 Thursday 9-9:45 a.m. Fireworks 
July 16 Monday 9-9:45 a.m. Q-Tip Painting 
August 8 Wednesday 9-9:45 a.m. Sports Ball 
Fees: $4 Resident; $6 Non-Resident 

Rock Painting (Helen’s Zoo House) 

Join the rock painting craze! Check out the popular Rockin in Rapids 
Facebook group, where amateur artists paint and hide rocks in the 
community for anyone to find and enjoy. Each registered family mem-
ber will receive 4-5 rocks to paint; all supplies provided.    
Date Day Time 
June 26 Tuesday 9-10:30 a.m. 
July 18 Wednesday 10-11:30 a.m. 
August 3 Friday 10-11:30 a.m. 
Fees: $5 Per Family (max of 4) 

Take an imaginary adventurous hike through farm fields where you 
will encounter animals and sing silly animal songs. Program includes 
storytelling, arts and crafts. Class will meet in Helen’s House at the 
Wisconsin Rapids Municipal Zoo. 
Date Day Time 
August 2  Thursday 8:30-9:45 a.m. 
Fees: $5 Resident; $8 Non-Resident 

Down at the Zoo (ages 5-7) 

Pee Wee Basketball (Ages 3-6) 
Participants will be introduced to basic skills of ball handling and 
shooting through various drills and activities.  
Date Day Time  Ages 
August 3, 10, 17 Friday 8:45-9:15 a.m. 5-6 
August 3, 10, 17 Friday 9:15-9:45 a.m. 3-4 
Fees: $11 Resident; $17 Non-Resident 
 

Mini Dribblers (Ages 7-12) 
Participants will be taught the inner workings of team play and game 
strategy, with continued emphasis on improving the basic fundamen-
tals such as dribbling, passing, rebounding and shooting. 
Date Day Time Ages 
August 3, 10, 17 Friday 8-8:45 a.m. 7-12 
Fees: $11 Resident; $17 Non-Resident 

Basketball (Howe School Gym) 



T-Ball/Pitch Ball Leagues 

(Registration Began March 1) 
 

All games will be played at Witter Field on Mondays & Wednesdays. 
Rules are adapted for the younger child. Tykes is for 4-6 year olds. 
Pitch ball is for 6-8 year olds and the coaches pitch. No games July 4. 
Date Time Divisions Ages 
June 13-July 11 10-10:45 a.m. Tykes A 4-6 
June 13-July 11 6-6:45 p.m. Tykes B 4-6 
June 18-July 11 7-8 p.m. Pitch Ball 6-8 
Fees: $14 Resident; $21 Non-Resident 
ϝwŀŦǘŜǊΩǎ ¢-Ball/Pitch Ball Night is on Thursday, July 19 at 7:05 p.m.* 

Please call the Parks & Recreation Department for details! 

Come learn tennis in a fun and supportive environment. Participants 
must furnish their own tennis racket. Tennis balls provided. 
 

Pee Wee (ages 4-6) 
Participants will learn the basics with drills,  and games. 
Date Day Time 
June 5, 7, 12, 14 Tuesday/Thursday 10-10:30 a.m.  
July 10, 12, 17, 19 Tuesday/Thursday 10-10:30 a.m.  
July 31, August 2, 7, 9 Tuesday/Thursday 10-10:30 a.m.  
Fees: $11 Resident; $17 Non-Resident  
 

Novice (ages 7-11) 
Participants will learn backhand, serving and volleys.  
Date Day Time  
June 5, 7, 12, 14  Tuesday/Thursday  10:30-11 a.m.  
July 10, 12, 17, 19  Tuesday/Thursday  10:30-11 a.m.  
July 31, August 2, 7, 9  Tuesday/Thursday  10:30-11 a.m.  
Fees: $11 Resident; $17 Non-Resident 
 

NEW! Family Tennis  (ages 6+) 
You can have any combination of children and adults with a minimum 
of two and maximum of four for one fee. (Space for additional children 
is available; please see below.) Instruction will cover beginner and 
advanced level of play.  
Date Day Time 
June 13-27 Wednesday 5-5:45 p.m. 
July 11-25 Wednesday 5-5:45 p.m. 
Fees: $30 Residents (2-4 participants; must include one adult) 
Residents: $11 for each additional child 
$45 Non-Residents (2-4 participants; must include one adult) 
Non-Residents: $17 for each additional child 
 

Rapids Summer Tennis League (Grade 9-Adult) 
(Lincoln Courts) Register with the Parks & Recreation Department. This 
is a tennis program giving you the opportunity to play with others with 
similar tennis skill levels in our area. Participants responsible for tennis 
balls. No matches July 4. Deadline June 4, 2018. 
Date Day Time  
June 13-August 1 Wednesday 5 or 6:30 p.m. 
Fees: $10 Resident; $15 Non-Resident 

Volleyball Lessons  

Kinder Volleyball (ages 4-7) 
Kinder volleyball is an introduction to the game for kids ages 4 to 7. 
Teams will consist of 10-12 players. Using a trainer volleyball and 
modified court and net size, kids will learn the fundamentals of pass-
ing and serving. Each session will consist of practice AND games 
within the class time frame. Classes held at Howe School Gym. 
Date Day Time  
July 16, 23, 30 Monday 1-1:45 p.m. 
Fees:  $12 Resident; $18 Non-Resident 
 

Kids Volleyball Instruction (ages 8-12) 
Fundamentals of volleyball will be introduced; including bumping, 
setting, and serving with an emphasis on having fun. Kids will learn 
basic team strategies and skills to improve footwork and coordina-
tion. Classes held at Howe School Gym. 
Date Day Time  
July 16, 23, 30 Monday 2-3 p.m. 
Fees:  $12 Resident; $18 Non-Resident 

Soccer (Witter Field) 

Little Kickers (ages 3-7) Parent Volunteers Needed! 
This class is designed to have fun with soccer and to develop basic 
skills. Emphasis is on sportsmanship, safety, teamwork and fun. Par-
ents are encouraged to participate with their child. 
Date Day Time Ages 
June 15, 22, 29 Friday 9-9:30 a.m. 3-5 
August 1, 8, 15 Wednesday 6-6:30 p.m. 3-4 
August 1, 8, 15 Wednesday 6:30-7 p.m. 5-7 
Fees: $11 Resident; $17 Non-Resident 

Tennis Lessons (Witter Tennis Courts) 

NEW!! Weird Science Experiments 

Come to Helen’s House at the Zoo for an interactive program that 
offers hands-on activities and real life discussions. Children will be 
amazed when they try these experiments: skewer balloons, spread the 
smell, fantastic foamy fountain, and much, much more. 
Date Day Time Ages 
June 22 Friday 10-11 a.m. 5-7 
July 13 Friday  10-11 a.m. 5-7 
August 10 Friday 10-11 a.m. 5-7 
June 19 Tuesday 10:15-11:30 a.m. 8-12 
June 28 Thursday 10:15-11:30 a.m. 8-12 
July 16 Tuesday 10:15-11:30 a.m. 8-12 
August 8 Monday 10:15-11:30 a.m. 8-12 
Fees: $6 Resident; $9 Non-Resident 

Parks & Recreation Staff 
Matt Heideman, Parks & Buildings Supervisor  
Mary Wolosek, Recreation Supervisor 
Dawn Desorcy, Administrative Assistant 

Non-Residency is any 

location outside of the Wisconsin Rapids city limits; i.e., 

Biron, Grand Rapids, Kellner, Nekoosa, Port Edwards, 

Rudolph, Saratoga, etc. Even if your address is Wisconsin 

Rapids, you are not considered a resident if you live in a 

surrounding community. If you have a question about 

your residency, please give us a call – and thank you for 

your interest and participation in our programs!! 

A Note About Residency 

1. The contest is open to children ages 9 and younger. 
2. The contest begins on June 1 and ends on June 30, 2018. 
3. To enter, choose one of the animal coloring pages, color, and  
 return to the petting zoo attendant desk prior to the deadline. 
4. All entries must include the participant’s full name, age, parent or 
 legal guardian’s full name, street address, telephone number, and 
 email address. One entry per person. 
5. All entries must be original and entirely created by the 
 participant.  
6. All entries will be judged on creativity and skill appropriate to the 
 age category being judged. 
7. There will be one winner from each age group: 3-4, 5-6, 7-9. 
8. Prizes will be sent out 2 to 4 weeks after deadline. 
9. All entries become the property of the City of Wisconsin Rapids 
 and will not be returned to the participants. 

Zoo Songs & Story Time - July  

Bring your family to our Story Time Programs! 
Would you have story time in a boat, with a goat? Would you, could 
you, at the zoo? Stories, songs and the great outdoors! 

¶ The Wisconsin Rapids Municipal Zoo song and story time is open to 
everyone! 

¶ Thursdays at 10:45 - 11 a.m. in the petting zoo.  

¶ Rain or shine. 

¶ No registration required. 

¶ Free of charge. 

Wisconsin Rapids Municipal Zoo  
1911 Gaynor Avenue  

Opens for the season on Memorial Day, May 28, at 10 a.m.!  

Zoo Coloring Contest - June 

Join us for “Splish Splash” themed story time and activity as we cele-
brate summer fun in the sun at Mead Splash Pad! Remember to bring 
a towel/blanket to sit on during story time, and hang out afterward to 
splash around at the pad. Story time and activity is a free community 
event for young children (ages 4-8) to read, learn and play together! 
All children must be accompanied by a guardian. Co-sponsored by 
McMillan Library. 
Date Day Time Activity/Storytime  
June 18 Monday 1-2:30 p.m. Science of Sound 
July 9 Monday 1-2:30/; p.m. Study of Rock 

Splish Splash Story Time - Mead Splash Pad Zoo Information 

Open 10 a.m. - 7 p.m., Tuesday through Sunday (Petting Zoo closed 
daily from 1-2 p.m.) The zoo opens for the season on Memorial Day, 
May 28, and closes on Sunday, August 26. No admission fee. Children 
under 12 must be accompanied by an adult. Amenities include 
Helen’s House (enclosed shelter) and open shelter area with outdoor 
grill. Also play equipment, restrooms, and bike trail. Zoo closes at 4 
p.m. on July 4. 
 

Petting Zoo Rules & Guidelines: 

¶ No dogs allowed in zoo or playground area. 

¶ No bikes, skateboards, or rollerblades allowed in park. 

¶ Food or drinks are not allowed in animal area. 

¶ Do not let children suck their thumbs in the petting zoo  area. 

¶ Strollers are not allowed in the petting zoo area. 

¶ Avoid contact with animal waste and keep children away from 
equipment that may be contaminated. 

¶ Wash hands thoroughly with soap and water as soon as you leave 
the animal area. 

¶ Petting zoo closes 15-20 minutes before closing time. 

¶ Animals outside of petting zoo are considered wild animals. Do not 
attempt to feed or pet these animals through the fence; please use 

Mead Splash Pad 

The Splash Pad is open Me-
morial Day through Labor 
Day, 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
or dusk, whichever is earlier; 
dates and hours may be 
shortened/extended without 
notice based upon weather. 
Splash Pad Rules: 

¶ Parents or guardians must 
supervise their children at all times.  

¶ Use the splash pad at your own risk. No lifeguard on duty; the 
splash pad is not a supervised area. 

¶ No running or rough play is permitted. 

¶ Hanging or climbing on the Splash Pad features is not allowed. 

¶ No pets, skateboards, bicycles, scooters, roller blades or other 
objects (lawn chairs, etc.) allowed in the splash pad area. 

¶ Clean footwear or aqua socks is strongly recommended. 

¶ No soap, detergents, or shampoos allowed in splash pad area. 

¶ No spitting or discharging bodily waste on the splash pad. 

¶ Food and refreshments must be kept within the picnic area only. 
Littering prohibited; waste and recycling containers are available. 
(No glass containers allowed.) 

¶ Alcoholic beverages, illegal drugs, steroids, tobacco products 
(including smokeless tobacco, e-cigarettes and “vape” devices), 
and any paraphernalia associated with use or consumption of 
such substances is NOT permitted. 

¶ Water from the splash pad is not suitable for drinking.  

¶ Children who are not toilet trained must wear swim diapers. 

¶ Do not enter the Splash Pad if you have a communicable disease, 
illness or an open cut. 

¶ Violation of these rules may result in expulsion from the park. 

¶ The Splash Pad may close at any time due to weather, repair, 
maintenance, or misuse. During severe weather, seek shelter in 
restrooms or vehicles. 

¶ The City of Wisconsin Rapids may implement and enforce rules 
that are more stringent or supplement those listed here. 

¶ In the event of an emergency, dial 911; for non-emergency or 
facility maintenance-related issues, please call the Police Depart-
ment non-emergency number, (715) 423-4444, and press #2. 

¶ Having fun and laughing are strongly encouraged!! 


